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The American style:

“I have never recommended anyone more highly than
this. Jones is, without doubt, the most agile thinker of
his generation, and perhaps of any generation in living
memory. | would like to say he will revolutionize the
field, but such an understatement would do no justice
to his true abilties. More likely, he will define an
entirely new field, Jones Studies, that will enjoy such
prestige that a Nobel Prize in Jones Studies will soon
be created, with Jones as its inaugural recipient.
Indeed, | would not be surprised to see Jones win
three or four Nobel prizes, given his strong side-
interests in medicine, physics and peace. While you
may be concerned that Jones has no publications, |
assure you this is only because Jones's research, like
Darwin's, is so potent that it would be reckless to
release it on the world prematurely.”

The British style:
“Jones is one of my PhD students. For a PhD student,
his work is quite good. Indeed, | would even say it
compares favourably with the work of some of my
other PhD students.”
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The American Style

“This is an interesting paper that addresses a very important issue. The authors make a laudable
attempt at synthesizing the relevant literature, and the studies are well motivated. There was
much to be commended in the paper, including the writing style and clear rationale for the
research question. | did have some concerns regarding the methodology, but perhaps | may
misunderstood what the authors intended to convey. The authors mentioned that they
manipulated the learning environment, but it appears to be the case that the noisy environment
always preceded the quiet environment. If this is, indeed, the case, there could be a possible
alternative explanation for the results. Hopefully, this point can be addressed in a clarification by
the authors. | enjoyed the opportunity to review this interesting paper.”

The British Style

“Unless the authors misrepresented their study, there is an order effect confound in the
manipulation. As such, the data are worthless and cannot be published.”




