Graphs and Trends

























What is a trend? It is the general direction of something over a period of time. The dashed line above shows the trend for 2016. Notice that sales have not changed very much. This is still a trend. This trend can be positive, negative or neutral.
Phrases To Describe This Graph
· Positive
· Sales were stable during the year
· Sales were steady during 2016
· Sales were consistent during the year with only minor fluctuations
· Sales were consistently above 30 million this year
· There was no noticeable decrease in sales this past year
· Sales stabilized between April and June due to...



· Neutral / Factual
· There was little variance in sales during 2016
· Sales averaged 30.2 million this year with no significant increase or decrease
· Sales floated around 30 million during 2016
· The 2016 sales were predictably around 30 million each month
· Negative
· Sales were consistently below 35 million this year (negative)
· There was no noticeable increase in sales this past year
· Sales during 2016 were flat with little or no increase
· Sales growth during 2016 was disappointing despite being stable
· Sales plateaued between April and June because...

Notice that adjectives and adverbs can be used to describe the level trend in a more positive or negative way. This can include: imperceptible, flat, disappointing, stable, consistent, etc.


Describing Trends 
 
A trend is a general direction in which something is developing or changing over time. 
 
Describing trends 
	The graph shows that there is / has been a
Figure 2  reveals that there is / has been a
	
	ADJ
slight
steep
sharp
steady
gradual
marked
	NOUN
fall
rise
drop
decline
increase
decrease
	in the number of divorces in England and Wales since 1981.



Highlighting a trend in a table or chart 
	What is striking
What stands out
What is interesting
What can be clearly seen
	in this
	table
chart
figure
	is the growth of …
is the high rate of …
is the variability of …
is the dominance of …
is the rapid decrease in …
is the steady decline of …
is the general pattern of …
is the dramatic decline in …
is the continual growth of …
is the difference between …
is the phenomenal growth of …



Describing high and low points in figures 
Production of X peaked in 1985.
X rose to a high point and peaked in …
The peak age for committing a crime is 18.
The number of Xs reached a peak during …
Production of X reached a low point in 1990.
The rate fell to a low point of $5.00 at the end of the year.



Adapted from: www.phrasebank.manchester.ac.uk

Explaining and comparing a chart
Read the following presentation by a manager about the monthly sales of food and drink in a cinema. Focus on how the Manager explains and compares the data contained in the below chart.
[image: Food and Drink Sales in a Cinema]
Example for a graph description: 
The above chart shows the monthly food and drink sales in the Keighley cinema during 2010. The chart shows unit sales. As you can see, there are three lines on the chart. The sales of popcorn is represented by the green line. The blue line represents drinks. The red line represents ice cream. The chart demonstrates that drinks are by far the biggest type of food and drink sold in the cinema throughout the year.




The chart also shows that there is a correlation between popcorn sales and drinks. When popcorn sales rise, there is also a rise in the sales of drinks. This trend supports the theory that people drink more when they eat food that contains a lot of salt. During the summer, sales of drinks and popcorn showed a steady increase, by contrast, unit sales of ice cream actually fell slightly. In fact, sales of ice cream fell from April to July, falling from 1025 units to 821 units per month respectively. These results would seem to contradict the idea that people consume more ice cream during summer, because as we can see from the results there is no link.

Lastly, the results indicate that during the Christmas period of December to January, people are willing to spend more money. Sales of all three types of products went up during the period. But this could be due to a general increase in attendance at that time of year.'


Adapted from: Blair English


The names of the parts of a line graph/chart
In the below line graph, about the changes in the number of employees in British banks, you will find that the different parts are either surrounded/enclosed by a red line with a number in red or just have a red number next to them. These red numbers are used below the chart to confirm the name of each part (e.g. 1 = title).
[image: British Banks Line Graph]Focus on the names of these different parts and then do the quiz at the end to check that you both understand their meaning and remember them.
· 1 = title
· 2 = dotted line
· 3 = unit of measure
· 4 = key
· 5 = line
· 6 = dashed line
· 7 = vertical axis
· 8 = horizontal axis
· 9 = axis title
· 10 = source
· 11 = footnotes
	1. On a graph, this '      ' is called a  ____________________.   

	2. A graph/chart is made of a vertical axis and a  ____________________.    

	3. The place where the details of where the data/information in the graph comes from, is called the ____________________.   

	4. In an axis title, this '(in millions)' is called the ____________________.   

	5. On a graph, this type of line '-----' is called a ____________________.   

	6. Extra information about the data in a table or chart, is written in ____________________.   

	7. The name or label of an axis, is also called ____________________.   


8. A section in graphs/charts that informs you what the lines mean/represent, is the     ____________________.   
9. The name of the table/chart, is the ____________________.     
	

	10. A graph/chart is made of a horizontal axis and a 


11. On a graph, this type of line '·····' is called a   ____________________.    
   [image: http://www.blairenglish.com/images/icons/blank.gif]    [image: http://www.blairenglish.com/images/icons/blank.gif]    [image: http://www.blairenglish.com/images/icons/blank.gif]
	


Adapted from: Blair English
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[image: Sales Revenue Chart]
Use the following words to fill in the missing word according to the graph. 
In some cases, there may be more than one correct answer. 

Nouns:  		DIP	 FALL    DROP       
Verbs:  WENT UP     EDGED UP     CLIMBED      PLUMMETED      
Prepositions: 	TO       BY       OF       

1. In February, the number of visitors declined          _____________________ 1,960.
2. In March, there was a rise in visitor numbers       _____________________ 1,519.
3. In April, the number of visitors rocketed        _____________________ 16,000.
	4. In May, there was a _____________________ of 2,711.


5. In June, the number of visitors    _____________________ by 7,274.
	6. In July, the number of visitors  _____________________ by 135.

	7. In August, there was a _____________________ of 145.

	8. By September, the number of visitors _____________________ by 1,994.

	9. In October, the number of visitors _____________________ by 1,511.


10. In November, there was a _____________________ in the number of visitors of 1,692.     [image: http://www.blairenglish.com/images/icons/blank.gif]






















Ex. 1: Use the following words to fill in the missing word according to the graph. 
In some cases, there may be more than one correct answer. 
Adjectives: steady - sharp – gradual - dramatic - slight
Adverbs:     slightly – gradually – sharply - dramatically
stayed at the same
1. In February, revenue decreased ________________ to 14,690

	2. By March, there was a ________________ rise in revenue of 1,315.

	3. In April, there was a ________________ climb of 8,995.

	4. In May, there was a ________________ increase of 3,000.

	5. In June, there was a  ________________  fall to 27,500.

	6. And in July, it ________________ at 27,500.

	7. In August, it went up ________________ by 1,500.

	8. In September, there was a ________________  jump in revenue of 6,000.

	9. In October, it increased ________________ to 41,500.


[image: Sales Revenue Chart]10. Whilst in November, revenue  ________________ rose by 13,500.

Ex. 2:

[image: A graph showing the growth of the united states

Description automatically generated]


Study the above chart carefully. 
Then write a description of the main trends it presents. 
Start with an introductory sentence, then refer to what stands out as significant and write at least 4 sentences about the changes seen in the phenomenon in question. 
If possible – try to find an explanation for the trend shown in the graph. 
Finish your description with a concluding sentence. 
Use a variety of words from the vocabulary we went over in class. 
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Describing Trends
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Weddings in the United States by Year
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